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Dedication!

Marking Over 160 Years of Texas History (see videos)
on Grounds that Became Clark Cemetery in Parker County . ..

CLARK CEMETERY

A COMMON BURIAL GROUND FOR EARLY PIOMEER SETTLERS WHO
CAMPED ALONG THE CLEAR FORK OF THE TRINITY RIVER THE CLARK
CEMETERY CONSISTS OF MANY BURIAL SITES FROM THE 1830s. IN
DECEMBER OF 1853, REVEREND JOHM WILLIAM GODFREY {1825-18%7)
AND HIS WIFE, ANZALINE (BARKER) GODFREY (1831-1859), ARRIVED IN
PARKER COUNTY FROM MISSOURI. GODFREY ESTABLISHED A METHODIST
CHURCH IN THE WRIGHT COMMUNITY, NORTHEAST OF WEATHERFORD,
WHERE THEY LIVED. IN 1859, ANZALINE PASSED AWAY AND WAS BURIED
IN THE WRIGHT COMMUNITY BURIAL GROUNDS. IN 1880, JIM CLARK AND
WILLIAM HENRY WARD FORMALLY ESTABLISHED A PERMANENT CEMETERY
AT THE ORIGINAL LOCATION OF GODFREY'S CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH.
IN 1953, SIGNED DOCUMENTS DEEDED TRACT NO. 1 AND NO. 2 OF THE

LAND AS BURIAL PLOT PROPERTY. ADDITIONAL LAND WAS ADDED IN 1958
AND IN 1999, X
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IN ADDITION TO NUMEROUS PIONEER FAMILIES AND FARMERS CLARK
CEMETERY IS THE FINAL RESTING PLACE OF A FOUNDER OF EARLY PARKER
COUNTY METHODIST CHURCHES, AN ORGANIZER OF JACK COUNTY, A
TRUSTEE OF AN EARLY PIONEER SCHOOL AND A COUNTY CHIEF JUSTICE.
THE OLDEST MARKED HEADSTONE IN THE CEMETERY BELONGS TO
ANZALINE GODFREY, ALTHOUGH SIXTY-FIVE UNIDENTIFIED BURIAL SITES
FROM THE PIONEER ERA WERE DISCOVERED WITH GROUND PENETRATING
RADAR. THE CONNECTION TO MILITARY SERVICE IS REPRESENTED BY
VETERANS OF THE TEXAS RANGERS, THE CIVIL WAR, WORLD WAR |,
WORLD WAR II, VIETNAM AND THE KOREAN WAR. THE LANDSCAPE OF THE
CLARK CEMETERY IS TRADITIONAL WITH LIVE OAK, ELM AND POST OAK
TREES WITH A LIMESTONE AND STEEL ENTRANCE GATE, RESTROOMS AND
A COVERED PAVILION. THE CLARK CEMETERY ASSOCIATION CONTINUES
TO CARE FOR THIS HISTORIC CEMETERY.
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On a beautiful Fall afternoon on the 12th day of October, 2013, an Official
Texas Historic Cemetery Marker Dedication Ceremony was held at Clark
Cemetery. The Clark Cemetery Texas Historic Cemetery marker was formally
dedicated by the Texas Historical Commuission and the Clark Cemetery

Association.

The Clark Cemetery Historical Marker stands prominently behind and between the arched
steel and stone columned entrance. Chronicled on the large cast aluminum historic marker
are the nearly two centuries of Clark Cemetery interment history — spanning the 1gth and
2oth centuries, and, now, into the 21st century!

Beginning with the pioneer settlers in the early 1800's (graves identified using 21st

century technology -- ground penetrating radar -- see the October 2010 Newsletter), to the
establishment of Godfrev’s Chapel Methodist Church located on the original grounds, and
highlighted by the grave sites of former members of the various military services,

Clark Cemetery today stands as a unique landmark in the history of Parker County. The
historic cemetery marker shall forever remind present day and future ancestors of the
tenacious fortitude of the first settlers who braved great hardships to forge a community. . .
read more.

Jean (MeAnally) Morris unveils the Clark Cemetery Historic Marker as
Trustee Sheila Woody (left), Kimberly (Woody) Boretsky (right), and Parker
County Judge Mark Riley (far right) look on.
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